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In a communique released March 12, train conductor union leaders Omar Maturano, Omar
Braghi and Eduardo Hagen said that several employees of the Mitre railway line who had refused
to participate in the ongoing strike were targeted with molotov cocktails and firearms at their
workplaces and homes. In addition, several attempts were made to derail trains. About 5,000
employees of Ferrocarriles Argentinos eventually joined a strike which commenced in midFebruary. Employee unions had accepted a wage offer by the state-run company, later opposed by
most of the membership who opted to strike. Last week, the government closed four of the nation's
six railway systems. In response to public pressure, officials offered the strikers higher wages.
Strike leaders said they would not return to work unless the government reinstated 950 employees
dismissed during the strike. The government dismissed the demand, asserting that employees must
first return to work. On March 12 during a meeting in Buenos Aires, representatives of 60 union
locals pertaining to conductors and other railway employees decided to continue the indefinite
strike until colleagues are reinstated. Hours later, government officials announced that the strikers
had until March 14 to return to work, or all 5,000 would be dismissed. (Basic data from several
reports by EFE, 03/12/91)

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 1

